Intermittent alexia.
A case of intermittent alexia, sometimes accompanied by severe dysgraphia and sometimes by mild dysgraphia, which had a probable migrainous origin, is described. On some occasions the patient could write to dictation, although with many errors, while unable to read words or letters. On other occasions the patient's writing to dictation was seriously disordered in terms of content and the letters were produced clumsily. Reading of numbers, colour vision and colour naming were normal although impairments on right-left orientation and visual short term memory were present and a mild finger agnosia was apparent. Blood flow scans (SPECT) taken under normal and alexic conditions support the view that the disturbance had a vascular origin.